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Synopsis 

The truth will be unearthed.
Log Line

Edward returns to the rural American farm of his childhood on a 
desperate mission to unearth a secret buried for over 50 years. 
Shovel in hand; he is ready to exhume the horrifying truth of 
what landed in the summer of 1960. As Edward digs, his mind 
drifts back to the fateful night when he and his father witnessed 
a UFO crash-land in the distant fields of the farm. Moments after 
the event, ten-year-old Edward is ordered inside while his father 
investigates the scene armed with a shotgun. When Edward 
accidentally sees his father brutally dragging a living form back 
from the crash-site and into the barn, his curiosity is piqued. 
Edward eventually works up the courage to sneak into the barn 
and see the alien, but the confrontation is more shocking then he 
could have imagined. Edward finally sees his father for who he 
really is; a cold and distant man who is plagued with regret for 
not having fought for his country in World War II. Now, at the 
height of the Cold War, his father has found a way to redeem 
himself.

ONE PARAGRAPH SYNOPSIS

A man returns to the midwestern farm of his childhood on a 
desperate mission to unearth the horrifying truth of what 
landed there in the summer of 1960.

ONE LINE SYNOPSIS
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Production Summary

Title: 	 	 	 The Landing 

Running Time: 		 17 minutes 44 seconds 

Genre:	 	 	 Drama / Sci-Fi 

Shoot Gauge: 		 Arri Alexa 

Delivery Gauge: 	 DCP & Uncompressed QT 

Aspect Ratio:	 	 2.40:1 & Letterboxed 16:9 

Exhibition Formats:	DCP (25FPS & 24FPS) 
                           	 HDCAM SR PAL 
	 	 	 	 HDCAM PAL 
	 	 	 	 HDCAM NTSC 
	 	 	 	 Bluray 
	 	 	 	 Digital Betacam 
	 	 	 	 DVD 

Sound:	 	 	 Stereo & 5.1 Surround (for DCP) 

Delivery Date:		 12th April 2013 

Website & Trailer:	 www.thelandingfilm.com 
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Father	 	 	 Henry Nixon 
Edward	 	 	 David Roberts 
Young Edward	 	 Tom Usher !
Director	 	 	 Josh Tanner 
Writers	 	 	 Josh Tanner 
	 	 	 	 Jade van der Lei 
Producer	 	 	 Jade van der Lei 
Executive Producers	 Mat Petrenko 
	 	 	 	 Rob Mathieson 
	 	 	 	 Murray Berghan 
	 	 	 	 Kerry O’Rourke 
Associate Producers	 Jacob Livermore 
	 	 	 	 Alana Jessop 
Production Designers	 Christopher Cox 
	 	 	 	 Charlie Shelley 
Cinematographer	 Jason Hargreaves ACS 
Editor	 	 	 Derryn Watts 
VFX Supervisor	 	 Richard Waterhouse 
Composer	 	 	 Guy Gross 
Sound Design	 	 John Dennison 
	 	 	 	 Tony Vaccher 
Costume Designer	 Chrissy Flannery 
Make-Up Supervisor	 Anita Howell-Lowe

Key Cast & Crew

http://www.perceptionpictures.com.au
http://www.perceptionpictures.com.au
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Festival Screenings !
2013	46th Sitges International Fantastic Film Festival, October 12th & 14th (In Competition) 
	 29th Warsaw Film Festival, October 14th (In Competition) 
	 30th Tehran International Short Film Festival, October 15th (In Competition)  
	 Tallgrass Film Festival, October 18th  
	 Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival, October 22nd & 23rd 
	 Tirana International Film Festival, October 24th (In Competition) 
	 20th Austin Film Festival, October 26th & 30th (In Competition) 
	 22nd Brisbane International Film Festival, November 19th  
	 26th Foyle Film Festival, November 23rd (In Competition)  !
2014	23rd Flickerfest International Short Film Festival, January 10th - 19th (In Competition) 
	 Byron Bay Film Festival, March 3rd (In Competition) 
	 9th Omaha Film Festival, March 5th - 9th (In Competition) 
	 West End Film Festival, March 23rd (In Competition) 
	 38th Cleveland International Film Festival, March 24th & 25th (In Competition) 
	 Sarasota Film Festival, April 9th 

	 30th Imagine Film Festival, April 14 & 17th  
	 23rd Arizona International Film Festival, April 23rd  
	 Beverly Hills Film Festival, April 26th 
	 Shorts In Paradise Film Festival, April 26th 
	 Sci-Fi London: The London International Festival of Science Fiction and Fantastic Film, April 27th 
	 Newport Beach Film Festival, April 28th 
	 Santa Fe Film Festival, May 3rd 
	 Fantaspoa International Fantastic Film Festival, May 3rd - 19th (In Competition) 
	 St Kilda Film Festival, May 22nd - 31st 	  

	 Mikrofilm Short Film Festival, July 4th - 7th



Film Awards !
2013	WINNER - Best Short Film, 46th Sitges International Fantastic Film Festival (2015 Academy Awards® Qualifier) 
	 WINNER - Best Short Fiction Film, IPAF ATOM Awards 	  
	 NOMINATED - Short Grand Prix, 29th Warsaw Film Festival 
	 NOMINATED - Best Narrative Short, 20th Austin Film Festival 
	 NOMINATED - Light in Motion Award (Narrative Short), 26th Foyle Film Festival !
2014	WINNER - Best International Short Film, 38th Cleveland International Film Festival 
	 NOMINATED - Best Short Film, 23rd Flickerfest International Short Film Festival 
	 NOMINATED - Best Short Film, Byron Bay Film Festival 
	 NOMINATED - Best Short Film, 9th Omaha Film Festival 
	 NOMINATED - Best Short Film, 38th Cleveland International Film Festival 
	 NOMINATED - Best Short Film, West End Film Festival 
	 NOMINATED - Best Short Film, Newport Beach Film Festival 
	 NOMINATED - Best Short Film Director, Australian Directors Guild Awards
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Director’s Biography
Josh Tanner

Beach and Whistler Film Festivals. After a three-
year stint directing and editing commercial and 
documentary work, Josh co-wrote and directed the 
The Landing (2013), an ambitious period drama/
Sci-Fi short film, which made its world debut at the 
46th Sitges International Fantastic Film Festival 
where it won Best Short Film, qualifying it for the 
2015 Academy Awards®. The Landing has gone on 
to win Best Short Fiction Film at the 2013 IPAF 
ATOM Awards and Best International Short Film at 
the 38th Cleveland International Film Festival in 
2014. The film has also been nominated for Best 
Film at several Oscar qualifying festivals including 
Warsaw, Austin, Foyle and Flickerfest film festivals 
and screened at over 25 film festivals worldwide.

In 2008, at the age of 20, 
Josh joined Brisbane based 
Perception Pictures and went 
on to direct the short films 
Embrace (2009), Deliberation 
(2010), and The Foal (2010), 
which collectively screened at 
screened at 50+ film festivals 
worldwide including Palm 
Springs, Brooklyn, Newport

Director’s Statement
While on the surface The Landing will lure audiences into the 
exciting mystery of a UFO landing, and its desperate, present-
day disclosure, my true intention is for audiences' tensions to 
be leveraged and moved by what is ultimately a very simple 
story about a father and son. It is a haunting tale of 
alienation; a universally permeating theme that explores the 
distance between these two characters, their differing 
ideologies and the disconnect between their past and present. 7



Producer’s Biography
Jade van der Lei

Jade’s first feature as a producer, All My Friends Are Leaving Brisbane, 
received a national theatrical and worldwide DVD release, as well as being 
broadcast in several countries. It was also officially selected for the Inside Film 
Awards and the AFI Awards, as well as winning the Audience Award at Nat 
Filmfestivalen in Denmark and Best Film at Barbican’s London Australian Film 
Festival. Since then, Jade has worked on several features in various roles 
including Chris Nyst’s Crooked Business as Line Producer, feature 
documentary My America as Associate Producer and Production Manager, 
Crawl as Production Manager and New Holland Pictures production Iron Sky 
as Production Coordinator. From 2011 to 2013, Jade worked with Brisbane/

Sydney company Wild Fury (now Wild Bear Entertainment) on various documentaries features, 
series and one-offs. In early 2014, Jade Line Produced and Production Managed Christopher 
Fitchett’s directorial comeback film The Fear of Darkness under producer Mark Overett. In between 
feature projects, Jade has produced several short films including The Foal, which won Best Film at 
the 2010 In the Bin Film Festival, the 2010 Shorts on the Green Film Festivals and the 2011 Angry 
Film Festival. It also placed as 1st Runner Up of the Super Short Golden Oosikar Award at the 2010 
Anchorage International Film Festival. The film has screen at over forty international and national 
film festivals including Palm Springs, Brooklyn, Rhode Island, Long Island, Fort Lauderdale, Newport 
Beach, St Louis, Whistler, St Kilda and Dungog film festivals. In 2013, Jade co-wrote and produced 
the The Landing, which made its world debut at the 46th Sitges International Fantastic Film Festival 
where it won Best Short Film, qualifying it for the 2015 Academy Awards®. The Landing has gone 
on to win Best Short Fiction Film at the 2013 IPAF ATOM Awards and Best International Short Film 
at the 38th Cleveland International Film Festival in 2014. The film has also been nominated for Best 
Film at several Oscar qualifying festivals including Warsaw, Austin, Foyle and Flickerfest film 
festivals and screened at over 25 film festivals worldwide.
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Cast Biographies

Henry Nixon - Father
Henry Nixon has appeared in numerous feature films including Cate Shortland's award winning Somersault, Elissa Down’s The 
Black Balloon and Matthew Saville’s Noise in which he delivered a chilling and memorable performance. He has lent his voice to 
the animated feature $9.99 with Anthony LaPaglia and Geoffrey Rush, and George Miller’s Happy Feet, featured in Triangle 
alongside Melissa George, Ed Kavalee’s Scumbus with Dave Hughes and Peter Hellier, and Luke Tierney’s $quid with Josh 
Lawson. In 2011, Henry was seen in Julia Leigh’s controversial Sleeping Beauty, which screened at the Cannes, Sydney and 
Toronto International Film Festivals in 2011. In 2012, he appeared in Miro Bilbrough's feature Venice and Academy Award 
nominated director Luke Doolan’s sci-fi short, Cryo. Henry’s television credits include the HBO/Dreamworks mini-series The Pacific 
produced by Steven Spielberg and Tom Hanks, Underbelly Files: Infiltration, All Saints, McLeod’s Daughters, East West 101, 
Packed to the Rafters, ABC’s mini-series Devil’s Dust and most recently, Network Ten’s Mr & Mrs Murder. On stage, Henry has 
appeared at the Sydney Theatre Company for Wharf 2 Loud in Frankenstein, Knives in Hens and Loveplay for B-sharp, A Poor 
Student at Marion Street Theatre and A Girl in a Car with a Man at The Old Fitz Theatre. 

David Roberts - Edward
David Roberts graduated from the Victorian College of the Arts in 1987 and has worked extensively in film, TV, theatre 
and radio. In 2008 he was nominated for an Australian Film Institute award (now AACTA) for best lead actor in a 
feature film for Ray Yale in The Square. His credits include Australian films Careless Love, Gettin’ Square, Three Dollars, 
Death in Paradise and Me, Myself, I as well as US films The Matrix: Reloaded and Revolutions, Ghost Rider and Fool’s 
Gold. David has appeared in numerous Australian television series including Please Like Me, Offspring, Devil’s Dust, 
Rake, The Jesters, Underbelly, City Homicide, Home and Away, All Saints, Satisfaction and The Secret Life of Us. His 
theatre appearances include shows for the Sydney Theatre Company, the Melbourne Theatre Company, Griffin, Belvoir 
and Playbox (Malthouse).

Tom Usher - Young Edward
Eleven-year-old Tom Usher has already made a name for himself in the acting world. In 2010, he worked for French 
Director Jean Pierre Jeunet and in 2011 he scored his first feature film role, in Stephan Elliott’s comedy A Few Best Men, 
starring Xavier Samuel, Rebel Wilson and Olivia Newton-John. Tom made his theatrical debut in 2012 in Belvoir’s 
critically acclaimed play Old Man, starring alongside actors Peter Carroll and Leon Ford. 2013 has already been a busy 
year for Tom with world-renowned Director Neil Armfield casting him to play the pivotal role of Dick Thornhill in Sydney 
Theatre Company's epic production of The Secret River, already hailed as a "classic" of Australian theatre. Tom also 
starred in the lead role in Tropfest 2013 finalist film The Pledge for Mister Bunny.
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Key Creatives Biographies

Jason Hargreaves ACS enrolled at the Queensland College of Arts in a Bachelor of Screen Production in 1996 and went 
onto the Australian Film, Television and Radio School Master of Arts in Cinematography course in 1999. While there, he 
worked with directors including Cate Shortland and Sean Byrne. In 2001, Jason began working in documentary, shooting 
for the ABC and SBS all over Australia and around the world.  It was this experience that gave him invaluable skills in 
working with and manipulating available lighting, as well as story telling on the fly. Branching out into Drama, Television 
Commercials and Music Videos allowed Jason to further develop his creative and stylised approach to shooting and his 
passion for the craft of  filmmaking. During the  last 11 years, he has photographed countless commercials with both local  

Jason Hargreaves ACS - Cinematographer

Derryn Watts is not only a talent editor, he is also a skilled director. He is known for his innovative 
approach to storytelling that engages audiences across multiple platforms in the simplest, smartest and 
most-cost-effective ways. Driven by an eclectic mix of concept, design and technology, Derryn has 
directed and edited several commercials for a diverse range of leading Australian companies and 
edited many top-ten music videos including three consecutive number one songs.   

Derryn Watts - Editor

Richard Waterhouse has spent the first five years of his career working in New Zealand, and the last five 
here in Australia. A self proclaimed ‘jack-of-all-trades’, Richard has a very broad range of knowledge in 
the VFX field, from 3D Modeling and Animation, to Broadcast Design and Motion Graphics. With such a 
prolific set of skills under his belt, he makes the perfect on-set, and post-production VFX supervisor. As a 
freelancer, Richard has worked with companies such as Cutting Edge, Publics Mojo, Head Pictures, Taxi 
Film, Network 7, Network 9 and the Australian Broadcast Corporation.

Richard Waterhouse - VFX Supervisor
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and interstate directors and has shot music videos for artists including the Living End, Kate Miller-Heidki, Darren Hayes and Megan Washington. In 
2012 Jason gained his accreditation with the Australian Cinematographer's Society, the highest honour the ACS can bestow. He has also won 
numerous awards for his Cinematography.



Key Creatives Biographies

Guy Gross is a multi award winning Australian film and television composer and recipient of the APRA/AGSC 
International Achievement Award. In 2012 he was elected President of the Australian Guild of Screen Composers. 
From his British Academy Award (BAFTA) nominated score to the international hit The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen 
of the Desert to the US hit Sci-Fi series Farscape, his classical training has resulted in his scores covering a huge 
variety of styles.  His scores have been performed in concert by the Sydney, Melbourne and Queensland Symphony 
Orchestras. Short films have always been a delight for Guy to score.  He received the best music award at Tropfest in 
1999 and more recently scored one of the short films in Robert Connelly's adaptation of Tim Winton’s The Turning. 
 Other projects have been the tele-movies: Dangerous Remedy, A Model Daughter - The Killing of Caroline Byrne, 
Joanne Lees: Murder in the Outback, and documentaries: The Howard Years, The Prime Minister is Missing and Who 
Killed Dr Bogle and Mrs Chandler?. Guy’s original score for The Landing digs into his traditional training evoking 
classical large scale orchestral film scoring techniques.

Guy Gross - Composer
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TONY VACCHER & JOHN DENNISON – SOUND DESIGNERS/SUPERVISORS - audioLoc
Tony Vaccher and John Dennison are co-directors of AudioLoc Sound Design, one of Australia’s 
leading screen sound post-production companies. Together they have sound designed, sound 
supervised and sound mixed many of Australia’s major IMAX, feature, short drama and 
documentary films; telemovies, television miniseries, television drama and documentary series. 

Recipients of many industry awards for their work, they were also awarded the Australian Centenary Medal for services to the Australian Film 
Industry.  Their recent work includes Mark Lamprell’s feature film, Goddess, and Jane Campion’s television mini-series, Top Of The Lake.
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Investor & Sponsor Biographies

ASSET Aviation International
ASSET Aviation is an international advisory firm for the world's aerospace 
industry. They help governments develop aviation policy through research, 
air companies comply with regulations through audit and teach safety 
professionals from across the globe how to do what they do; make the 
industry better. Their mission is to prevent accidents in aviation by sharing 
expert knowledge, auditing objectively, writing practical advice, and 
delivering relevant training programs to those that need it. Their team of 
specialist pilots, engineers, crash investigators and analysts are carefully 
selected, mainly for their like-minded attitude and values, willingness to 

www.assetaviation.com

Premium Finance Services

Premium Finance Services assists Australians to achieve security and 
financial freedom in retirement. They specialise in Debt Reduction, Lending 
and Loan structuring, Wealth creation through property and shares, 
Superannuation and retirement planning, Wealth Protection and business 
insurance, Self-Managed Superannuation, Tax minimisation and Estate www.premiumfinance.com.au

contribute to society, and of course, their vast and diverse experience and skills as aviation safety 
professionals. Their people are their product and together with their clients, ASSET achieve greatness; making 
a difference by improving aviation today and for future generations.

Planning. Premium Finance Services is committed to the highest standards of conduct in their dealings with 
clients and in meeting the compliance and regulatory requirements that governs their business.

http://www.premiumfinance.com.au
http://www.assetaviation.com
http://www.assetaviation.com
http://www.premiumfinance.com.au
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Investor & Sponsor Biographies

www.makecommunication.com

Make Communication
Make Communication is an independent advertising and communications 
agency based in Brisbane, Australia. Their ethos is ‘Effectiveness through 
Creativity’. They believe that creativity can be a true economic multiplier 
because strategy gives the accuracy of relevance and creativity gives the

power to engage. In 2008, Make won the coveted Marketing program of the Year award at the Australian 
Marketing Institute’s national effectiveness awards for their client Youngcare and were the most awarded 
agency for effectiveness in Australia, winning both state and national awards for clients Brisbane City Council, 
Bond University, rare|wear and AMF Bowling. In 2009 and 2010, Campaign Brief Magazine ranked Make as 
the number one independent agency in Queensland, and number two overall. They have B&T Agency of the 
Year Nominees every year and other accolades include Cannes, New York Festivals, London International, 
Young Guns International, Caxtons, Australian Direct Marketing Association, Australian Marketing Institute, 
Australian Interactive Media Industry Associations, Sirens and BAD.

QPIX

www.qpix.org.au

QPIX is Queensland’s development centre for the screen and media 
industries, dedicated to the development of independent or early-career 
screen production professionals, to advancing them in their careers, and to 
servicing the screen & media needs of the broad community in the State. 
They do this by providing advisory and training services, career 

development services, low-cost hires of equipment & facilities, and facilitating the development and production 
of new work. They also help broker and facilitate low-budget production, distribution and broadcast- based 
partnerships between the independent sector and the State, National and International screen industries. 
QPIX’s goal is to assist the broad community to realize their stories on screen, and by working locally and at 
the State-wide level, to assist industry and government in building an innovative, sustainable and globally 
competitive Australian screen industry through the development and support of strongly creative, 
entrepreneurial, career-minded independent professionals. QPIX also functions as the Talent Hub for the State, 
identifying and further developing and advancing the finest talent for the industry and for the Screen 
Agencies. They are an independent, not-for-profit company that receives financial support from Screen 
Queensland at the state level and Screen Australia at the Federal level. 

http://www.screenqueensland.com.au/
http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/
http://www.qpix.org.au
http://www.screenqueensland.com.au/
http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/
http://www.qpix.org.au
http://www.makecommunication.com
http://www.makecommunication.com







































